"UP CLOSE"
GASPARI LLA FI LM FESTI VAL
FEBRUARY 2008

DI SCLAI MER:

THE FOLLOW NG REPRESENTS AN UNEDI TED VERSI ON OF REALTI ME
CAPTI ONI NG WHI CH SHOULD NEI THER BE RELI ED UPON FOR COVPLETE
ACCURACY NOR USED AS A VERBATI M TRANSCRI PT. BECAUSE THI S

DOCUMENT HAS NOT BEEN EDI TED, THERE MAY BE ADDI Tl ONS,
DELETI ONS, AND/ CR WORDS THAT DI D NOT TRANSLATE CORRECTLY.

>> THE FOLLOWN NG | S A SPECI AL PRESENTATI ON OF WEDU, TAMPA,
ST. PETERSBURG SARASCTA.

>>Cat hy Unruh: ATTENTI ON, MOVI E LOVERS, POP THE POPCORN,
POUR YOURSELF A SOFT DRI NK, AND GET READY FOR SOVE MoVl E
WATCHI NG,

I T"S GASPARI LLA FI LM FESTI VAL TI ME, AND WE HAVE A SNEAK PEEK

FOR YQU COM NG UP.

1

>>Cat hy Unruh: WELCOVE TO "UP CLCSE. "

[ M CATHY UNRUH.

FOR A LOT OF US, THE SUNDANCE FI LM FESTI VAL I N UTAH I S
USUALLY WHAT WE THI NK OF WHEN | T COMES TO | NDEPENDENT FI LM
FESTS, BUT THERE' S ONE RI GHT HERE ON THE WEST COAST OF
FLORI DA THAT WE' RE GO NG TO TELL YCQU ABOUT TODAY.

| T"S THE GASPARI LLA FI LM FESTI VAL.
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I TS A WVEEKLONG MOVI E EXTRAVAGANZA, AND THE EXECUTI VE

DI RECTOR, JOHN ROSSER, JO NS US TCODAY.

VELCQOVE, JOHN.

THANKS FOR BEI NG HERE.

>>John Rosser: WELL, THANK YQU VERY MJUCH FOR HAVI NG ME.
>>Cat hy Unruh: LET'S GET TO THE VI TAL STATI STICS Rl GHT OFF
THE TOP.

WHEN | S I T?

WHERE IS I T?

>>John Rosser: | T STARTS FEBRUARY 27t h.

I TS A FI VE- DAY FESTI VAL.

WE OPEN AT TAMPA THEATRE, OF COURSE, OUR CROWN JEWEL | N
TAMPA, AND | T RUNS THROUGH SUNDAY, MARCH 2nd.

WE HAVE OVER 50 MOVI ES THAT WE' LL BE SHOW NG AND MOSTLY AT
NI GHT, BUT DURI NG THAT FI VE DAYS.

ALSO AT CHANNELSI DE CI NEMAS, WE HAVE A MOVI E SPECI FI C TO
THEMES W TH THE AQUARI UM SO WE' RE SHOW NG THAT AT THE
FLORI DA AQUARI UM AS WELL.

>>Cathy Unruh: WE' LL GET TOIT A LITTLE BIT LATER FOR FOLKS
HOW YOQU GET THE TI CKETS, WHETHER YQU BUY A PACKAGE, WE' LL
TALK ABCOUT ALL THAT.

SO WE' LL LET YOU KNOW HOW YOU CAN GET YOUR TI CKETS.

BUT MORE ABOUT THE FESTI VAL FI RST.

I T'S THE SECOND YEAR FOR GASPARI LLA.

>>John Rosser: THAT'S CORRECT.
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>>Cat hy Unruh: HOWDI D IT CET STARTED?

>>John Rosser: WELL, THERE WERE SOME VI S| ONARY PECPLE HERE
IN TAMPA, | NCLUDI NG THE FI LM COW SSI ON THAT SAI D, YOU KNOW
TAMPA IS ONE OF THE FEW LARGE CI TIES, M DSI ZE OR LARGE

Cl TI ES, THAT DCES NOT HAVE A LARGE- SCALE FI LM FESTI VAL I N
THE SENSE THAT WE SEE AT SARASCOTA, QUT OF M AM, OUT OF
ORLANDO AND QUT OF SUNDANCE, WHERE EACH YEAR IT'S A

COVPETI Tl VE FESTI VAL.

YOU RE GO NG OQUT AND FI NDI NG THE VERY BEST FI LM FROM ARCUND
THE WORLD, AND YQU RE TRYI NG TO BRI NG THOSE FI LM5 BACK TO
TAMPA FOR REALLY MAYBE THE ONLY SCREENI NG YOQU EVER SEE IN A
LOT OF CASES.

IT"S A VERY LABCRI QUS PROCESS TO FI ND THESE FI LM5, AGREE

W TH THE FI LMVAKERS TO BRI NG THEM BACK.

SOME OF THE OTHER THI NGS THAT ARE VERY | MPORTANT TO A FI LM
FESTI VAL OF THI'S SCALE IS TO BRI NG I N SOVE STARS TO HAVE
SOME Pl ZAZZ.

OF COURSE, WE HAVE PARTI ES.

VWE HAVE GREAT PARTI ES.

FI LM FOLKS ARE REALLY SMART.

THEY DO A LOT OF BUSI NESS AT PARTIES, AND THEY HAVE GOOD
TIMES AT PARTIES, BUT THAT'S | MPORTANT TO THE M X AS VELL.
WE ALSO ARE BRI NG NG I N DI STRI BUTCORS.

THESE ARE PEOPLE WHO WOULD BUY | NDEPENDENT FI LM AND KI ND OF

BRING | T TO THE NEXT LEVEL AND ALLOW THESE FI LMVAKERS, WHO
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ARE REALLY VI SUAL ARTI STS, TO MORE OR LESS CASH IN, TO

FI NALLY SEE, YOU KNOW A RETURN ON THE HARD WORK THEY HAVE
DONE.

YOU KNOW THEY HAVE MORTGAGED THEI R CREDI T CARDS, THEIR
PARENTS CREDI T CARDS, MAYBE THEI R HOUSE, SOLD THEI R CAR TO
MAKE THESE FI LMS.

BUT THE WONDERFUL THI NG ABOUT | NDEPENDENT FI LM | S THESE ARE
VERY, VERY PASS|I ONATE PECPLE ABOUT THEI R ART.

>>Cat hy Unruh: AND YOU SAID I N THERE THAT SOVE OF THE BEST
FILM5S YOQU LL SEE, BUT AT THE SAME TIME, THI S M GHT BE THE
ONLY SCREENI NG YQU LL EVER SEE.

HOW DOES THAT FI T?

>>John Rosser: THAT' S CORRECT.

>>Cat hy Unruh: WHY?

>>John Rosser: WELL, YOU KNOW |IN THE WORLD TODAY, THERE' S A
LI TTLE OVER 3, 000 MOVI E SCREENS I N THE UNI TED STATES.
SOUNDS LI KE A LOT, BUT REALLY, YOU HAVE A LOT OF THE SAME
MOVI ES PLAYI NG ON THOSE 3, 000 SCREENS.

WE HAVE TENPLEXES, TWELVEPLEXES.

VELL, THERE' S A LOT MORE FI LM THAN THAT I N THE WORLD.

THE GREAT THING IS, OVER THE LAST 10, 15 YEARS, PRODUCTI ON
COSTS FOR FI LM HAVE GONE WAY DOWN.

I T"S ALLONED CREATI VE PECPLE TO PRODUCE GREAT WORKS OF ART
ANYWHERE | N THE WORLD, VI SUAL ART, THAT PEOPLE CAN SEE.

AND A LOT OF TI MES THESE MOVI ES AREN T THE MOST COMVERCI AL.
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THEY ARE NOT' GO NG TO APPEAL TO EVERY SI NGLE SEGVENT.

I TS A CERTAIN SEGVENT THAT IS PASSI ONATE ABQUT I T, BUT
OTHERS CAN ENJOY THAT FI LM AS WELL.

>>Cat hy Unruh: SO HOW DO YOQU PI CK THEM?

IS THERE A COW TTEE THAT SAYS, WE ACREE, THESE ARE THE
BEST?

TELL US HOW THAT WORKS.

>>John Rosser: THAT |S A GREAT QUESTI ON.

WE START -- AND THIS IS AN | MPORTANT PART OF THE PROCESS AND
VWHY MAYBE OUR FESTIVAL IS A LITTLE BI T DI FFERENT.

WE SPEND A LOT OF RESOURCES AND ENERGY GO NG TO OTHER FI LM
FESTI VALS.

THAT' S A START.

YOU SEE FI LM5 THAT ARE WHAT WE CALL ON THE Cl RCUI T.

THEY ARE GO NG TO DI FFERENT FI LM FESTI VALS.

THEY ARE HOPI NG TO BE BOUGHT FOR DI STRI BUTI ON OR BE ON
TELEVI SI ON.

WE SEE THESE FI LMS.

VWE ACTUALLY GO AND SEE THEM I N AUSTI N, TEXAS, I N LGS
ANGELES, IN TORONTO, SEE THE FILM IN THE THEATER, SEE HOW
PEOPLE REACT.

VWE STUDY AND VWE THI NK ABQUT, IS THAT A FI LM THAT W LL WORK
IN THE TAMPA MARKET?

IS THAT SOVETHI NG THAT PEOPLE HERE WOULD WANT TO SEE?

THEN WE HAVE TO -- AT THAT PO NT, |F WE ARE | NTERESTED I N
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THE FI LM WE HAVE TO CONTACT THE FI LMVAKER, AND WE START A
LI TTLE DANCE W TH THEM AS FAR AS TRYI NG TO GET THEM TO COME
TO QUR FESTI VAL.

>>Cat hy Unruh: WHAT | S THAT DANCE LI KE?

VHY WOULD A FI LMVAKER NOT WANT TO BE SEEN EVERYWHERE HE OR
SHE PGOSSI BLY COULD?

>>John Rosser: WELL, THAT'S A VERY GOCD QUESTI ON.

THERE ARE TWO OR THREE THI NGS.

ALL OF THE FI LM FESTI VALS ARE COVPETI NG I N ONE WAY OR
ANOTHER AGAI NST EACH OTHER

MANY OF THE FI LM FESTI VALS, ESPECI ALLY YOUR VERY LARGE FI LM
FESTI VALS LI KE A SUNDANCE, |F YOU RE ACCEPTED AT SUNDANCE,
THEY W LL LI TERALLY SAY WE DON' T WANT YOU GO NG TO ANY OTHER
FESTI VALS FOR A CERTAI N PERI OD.

WE HAVE SOVE OTHER STRONGER REG ONAL FESTI VALS WHO ARE

TRYI NG TO DO EXACTLY LI KE SUNDANCE.

SOMVETI MES | T WORKS FOR THEM AND SOVETI MES | T DOESN T.

SO THAT' S ONE OBSTACLE THAT WE HAVE TO OVERCOME.

ANOTHER OBSTACLE | S THAT THE FI LM M GHT ACTUALLY GET BOUGHT.
WE' VE ACTUALLY HAD THAT HAPPEN TO FI LM5 THAT WE WERE LOOKI NG
AT FOR THI'S GASPARI LLA FI LM FESTI VAL.

WE' VE | NVESTED WEEKS OR MONTHS W TH THE FI LMVAKER, HAVI NG A
DI ALOGUE, AND LO AND BEHOLD, WE WERE ABSOLUTELY RI GHT.

I TS A GREAT FI LM BECAUSE SOVEONE BOUGHT |I'T AND PAID A LOT

OF MONEY TO THE FI LMMAKER FOR I T AND WANTS TO GO W DER

UNEDI TED REALTI ME CLOSED CAPTI ONI NG



DI STRI BUTI ON.

BUT BECAUSE OF THAT, |IT'S VERY DI FFI CULT FOR US TO SHOWI T
AT THAT PO NT AT GASPARI LLA FI LM FESTI VAL.

>>Cat hy Unruh: SO THE VERY NATURE OF THE FI LM FESTI VAL 1S
THESE FI LM5 HAVE NOT BEEN PURCHASED YET.

THEY ARE SORT OF ON THE MARKET, AS | T VERE.

I TS SORT OF A TRADE SHOW CF FI LMS, BRI NG NG THE

Dl STRI BUTORS AND THE FI LMVAKERS TOGETHER.

>>John Rosser: I N A SENSE, YES.

>>Cat hy Unruh: HOW DOES THE FI LMMAKER GET HI'S OR HER FI LM
SHOM FOR THE FI RST TI ME EVER?

VWHAT' S THEI R PROCESS JUST TO GET THEI R FOOT | N THE DOOR?
>>John Rosser: WELL, THAT'S ANOTHER GOOD QUESTI ON.

THERE ARE MANY, MANY FI LM FESTI VALS NOW MANY MORE THAN
EXI STED TEN YEARS AGO.

AND WHY | S THAT?

| THNK IT'S SIMLAR TO | F YOU TH NK ABOUT ART MJSEUMS, AND
AT ONE TIME YOU HAD THE MOMA | N NEW YORK, CHI CAGO, THEN YQU
HAD OTHER FI RST- AND SECOND- TI ER CI TI ES DEVELCPI NG ART
MUSEUMS.

VE HAVE A WONDERFUL ART MUSEUM

WE' RE BUI LDI NG A BEAUTI FUL NEW BUI LDI NG FOR THAT.

SO EVERY CITY SAI D, HEY, WE LOVE | NDEPENDENT FI LM

VWE LOVE FI LM

VE WANT TO SEE THESE GREAT FI LMEG.
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SO WHAT THAT FI RST-TI ME ARTI ST TRIES TO DO | S GET THEIR FI LM
I N THESE FI LM FESTI VALS TO GET EXPOSURE.

I TS A CHALLENG NG PROCESS FOR THEM

THERE' S -- THEY HAVE TO PAY AN ENTRANCE FEE BECAUSE THERE
ARE COSTS ASSOCI ATED FOR US TO REVI EW A FI LM

IN A LOT OF CASES, THEY HAVE TO GO TO THE FI LM AND

SOMETI MES VE TRY TO HELP THEM W TH THE COST TO THE FI LM
FESTI VAL.

AND THEY BASI CALLY DO THE CI RCUI T JUST LI KE YOU WERE

MVENTI ONI NG,

I TS A SALES PROCESS TO GET THE WORD QUT.

>>Cat hy Unruh: LET'S TALK ABOUT THE MONEY A LI TTLE BIT.

FOR THE FI LMMAKER, IS THERE AN AVERAGE COST TO PRCDUCE THE
FILM OR IS IT ALL OVER THE BOARD?

>>John Rosser: |IT'S ALL OVER THE BQOARD.

>>Cat hy Unruh: WHAT' S THE PAYOFF FOR W NNI NG A FI LM

FESTI VAL?

>>John Rosser: SURE.

CREDI Bl LI TY MORE THAN ANYTHI NG ELSE.

VE KNOW THAT WE ACTUALLY LOOK AT, WHEN WE' RE DO NG AMONG
MANY, MANY THI NGS WE LOOK FOR WHEN WE' RE LOCKI NG FOR A FI LM
| F THEY HAVE WON AN AWARD AT A FESTI VAL THAT VVE KNOW I S
PRESTI G QUS, THAT WE KNOW THE JURCRS, WE KNOW THEY DO A GOOD
JOB YEAR AFTER YEAR, THAT RAI SES THAT FILM I N OUR EYES.

I T MAKES US MORE | NTERESTED IN THE FI LM AND WE KNOW THAT
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THE HBOs AND THE OTHER BI G DI STRI BUTORS, THE SONYs OF

THE WORLD, THEY' LL BE I NTERESTED | F THEY SEE THAT | T HAS WON
AN AWARD, ESPECI ALLY AT A FESTI VAL THAT IS PRESTI G OUS.
>>Cat hy Unruh: WHAT'S THE PAYOFF FOR TAMPA?

>>John Rosser: | TH NK THE PAYOFF FOR TAMPA |S, FI RST OF
ALL, IT'S AN ARTI STI C ENDEAVCR

WE' RE BRI NG NG ART FORM5 HERE TO TAMPA THAT NO ONE ELSE I S
GO NG TO HAVE THE ABILITY TO DO

I THI NK EVERYONE LOVES A GOOD FI LM

IT"S ONE OF THOSE PERFECT GOCDS | N THE WORLD.

THERE AREN T MANY, BUT A GOOD FI LM AND FI LM -- MOST EVERYONE
LOVES GOOD FI LM

SO WE' RE SHOW NG FI LM THAT YOU RE NOT GO NG TO BE ABLE TO
SEE I N ANY OTHER WAY.

I TH NK MOST PECPLE, JUST LI KE THEY LOVE A GOOD MEAL, THEY
LOVE A GOCD FI LM

AS MUJCH AS | LI KE HOLLYWOOD FI LMS, SQOVETI MES THEY REALLY
LEAVE YQU LACKI NG BECAUSE I T''S A BUSI NESS.

DENZEL WASHI NGTON HAS A GREAT LINE, YOU KNOW SHOW BUSI NESS,
W THOUT THE BUSI NESS, THERE AIN T NO SHOW

SO VHEN THEY DO HOLLYWOOD BLOCKBUSTERS, THEY REALLY START
AND SAY, WELL, WHO | S THE MOST MARKETABLE STAR | CAN PUT I N
TH' S FI LM

IN A LOT OF CASES, THAT COMPROM SES THE ART FROM THE VERY

BEG NNI NG BECAUSE YOU RE NOT NECESSARI LY GETTI NG THE BEST
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ACTOR FOR THE ROLE.

YOU RE GETTI NG THE MOST MARKETABLE ACTOR

THE SAME THI NG W TH THE SCRI PT.

A LOT OF TIMES THE SCRI PT WLL BE TWEAKED TO MAKE I T
MARKETABLE, BUT MAYBE NOT THE MOST ARTI STI C.

AND THAT' S WHERE | NDEPENDENT FI LM | S STRONG

>>Cat hy Unruh: W TH | NDEPENDENT FI LMS, YOU HAVE A LOT OF
DI FFERENT CATEGORI ES.

"M GO NG TO RUN THROUGH SOVE OF THEM

G VE ME LI KE A TWO- SENTENCE DESCRI PTI ON.

SHONCASE OF THE AMERI CAS.

>>John Rosser: SURE.

SHONCASE OF THE AMERI CAS MEANS THAT WE' RE LOOKI NG AT FI LMS
ALL THE WAY DOMWN THRCOUGH THE AMERI CAS, ALL THE WAY DOWN TO
THE TI P OF ARCENTI NA.

VWE HAVE A VERY STRONG LATI N COVPONENT, OUR LATI N PANORANA
SECTI ON.

>>Cat hy Unruh: THEN YOU HAVE SHORT FILMS, WHI CH THAT JUST
MEANS UNDER 60 M NUTES, CAN BE ANY GENRE.

>>John Rosser: THAT | S CORRECT.

>>Cat hy Unruh: MJSI C VI DECS.

>>John Rosser: YES.

>>Cat hy Unruh: FUN AND FEAR

>>John Rosser: FUN AND FEAR IS HORROR AND CQOVEDI ES.

>>Cat hy Unruh: A SPECI AL CATEGCORY FOR YOUNG Fl LMVAKERS.
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>>John Rosser: YEAH, ABSOLUTELY.

WE WANT TO HONOR THE YOUNG FI LMVMAKERS AND LET THEM HAVE

THEI R FI RST CRACK AT FI LM FESTI VALS AND LET FOLKS SEE WHAT
THEY HAVE DONE.

>>Cat hy Unruh: AND SO "YOUNG' IN THI S | NSTANCE MEANS?

>>John Rosser: |IT WLL BE H GH SCHOOL AGE.

WE' D LOVE TO HAVE ANYONE WHO | S EI GHT, TEN, TWELVE, CAN WORK
A YOUNG STEVEN SPI ELBERG, BUT | N MOST CASES, THEY ARE I N

H GH SCHOCOL.

>>Cat hy Unruh: AND DOES IT CUT OFF WTH COLLEGE OR | S THERE
A CERTAIN AGE WHERE YQU SAY, YOU RE NOT YOUNG ANYMORE?
>>John Rosser: | NTERESTI NG

YEAH, VE DO HAVE THE COLLEGE FI LMMAKERS PART OF THAT, BUT VE
ACTUALLY HAVE A SEPARATE COLLEGE CAMPUS FI LM FEST, WH CH VE
WORK W TH A LARGE GROUP WHI CH HAS BEST OF BREED COLLEGE

FI LMVS.

>>Cat hy Unruh: YOU HAVE A NEW CATEGORY THI S YEAR

| T'S ACTI ON AND EXTREME SPORTS.

>>John Rosser: YEAH, ACTI ON AND EXTREME SPORTS.

WE' RE DO NG A COUPLE OF THI NGS THERE.

TS NOT GO NG TO BE BIG FOR US TH S YEAR, BUT WE RE DO NG A
COUPLE OF THI NGS, AND WE' LL SEE WHERE | T GOES.

>>Cat hy Unruh: WOULD THAT BE LI KE A DOCUMENTARY OF ACTI ON
EXTREME SPORTS OR THI S WOULD BE DRAMATI ZATI ON?

>>John Rosser: | T COULD BE ALMOST ANYTHI NG, BUT | TH NK
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DOCUMENTARI ES PLAY WELL | N THAT CATEGCRY.

>>Cat hy Unruh: ANY LOCAL FI LMMAKERS FROM THE AREA?

>>John Rosser: ABSOLUTELY.

YOU KNOW TAMPA IS BLESSED W TH A VERY STRONG LOCAL FI LM
COVMUNI TY.

AND TO THE EXTENT | T MEETS THE CRI TERI A OF VWHAT WE' RE

LOOKI NG FOR, VWE DO SHOW LOCAL FILMS AND FLORI DA FI LMS.

VWE WLL HAVE SOVE AT GASPARI LLA FI LM FESTI VAL, ESPECI ALLY ON
THE SHORT Sl DE.

PROBABLY 80 TO 85% OF THE LOCAL FILMS ARE SHORTS, BECAUSE AS
YOU CAN | MAG NE, I T'S VERY EXPENSI VE TO PRCDUCE AN 80- M NUTE
FI LM JUST ALL THE WAY ACROSS THE BOARD.

SO MOST OF THESE FI LMs LOCALLY ARE El GHT- M NUTE, TEN-M NUTE,
TWELVE- M NUTE FI LMS.

>>Cat hy Unruh: LET'S TAKE A LOCK AT SOVE OF THE CLI PS THAT
YOU LL BE SHON NG TH S YEAR

WE' LL START WTH "AVERI CAN FORK. "

TELL US A LITTLE BI' T ABOUT THAT.

>>John Rosser: YEAH, THIS IS A REALLY NEAT COVEDY THAT WE
FOUND I NI TIALLY I N AUSTIN AND THEN I N L. A

| TS RECElI VED VERY GOOD REVI EWS.

I"MA BIG FAN OF IT.

THE CLIP WE LL SEE IS A FAM LY AT A DINNER TABLE, A MOM
VERY NI CE HOUSE, AS YOU LL SEE, AND MOM VWHO IS A LITTLE

FRUSTRATED W TH HER KI DS.
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THEY ARE A LITTLE BIT OLDER THAN YOU WOULD EXPECT, STILL
STAYI NG AT HOME AND MAYBE DON T QUI TE HAVE THEI R LI VES
TOGETHER, AND I THI NK WE CAN ALL RELATE TO TH S SCENE.

>>Cat hy Unruh: "AMERI CAN FORK. "

>> WHERE' S PEGGY?

>> SHE' S PROBABLY STILL SEW NG UP YOUR PANTS.

YOU KNOW YOU MUST BE MORE CAREFUL.

>> | T WAS AN ACCI DENT.

| T HAPPENED BECAUSE | BENT OVER TO PICK UP A ROLL OF
QUARTERS.

>> CKAY.

TONI GHT AT DI NNER, | WANT YOU TO COW T, ONE ROLL, ONE PAD
OF BUTTER

CAN YQU DO THAT, TRACY?

>> HERE' S YOUR PANTS.

THI S IS THE BEST | COULD DO WTH MY MACHI NE.

DO YOU WANT ME TO TAKE THEM TO WORK?

>> | T'S OKAY.

>> YOU KNOW YOU M GHT WANT TO | NVEST | N ANOTHER PAI R OF
PANTS | N CASE THAT HAPPENS AGAI N.

>> PROBABLY A GOOD | DEA.

>> |'LL SAY GRACE.

FATHER, 1' M ANGRY.

I VE BEEN ANGRY FOR A LONG TI ME.
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AMEN.

>>BOTH:  AMEN.

>> TH S WOMAN CAME | NTO THE FLUFF AND FOLD TCDAY, AND SHE
HAD THE CUTEST BABY.

H S NAME WAS ARI EL.

HAVE YOU HEARD OF THAT NAME FOR A BABY BOY?

>> | HAVEN T.

>> |'M GO NG TO NAME MY NEXT STUFFED ANl MAL ARI EL.

>> HONEY, YOU KNOW |'M REALLY LOOKI NG FORWARD TO THE DAY
VHEN YOU RE NAM NG REAL, LIVE HUVAN BABI ES, NOT JUST PLUSH
ONES.

>> | KNOW

>> WHATEVER HAPPENED TO THAT REALLY NI CE BOY THAT YOU USED
TO WORK W TH?

VHAT WAS | T, RONALD, W LBY?

VWHAT HAPPENED TO HI M

>> HE DI SAPPEARED.

| DIDN T LIKE H M THAT VAY ANYWAY.

>> WELL, BUT -- YOU SEE, YOU DON' T HAVE TO BE IN LOVE W TH
SOVEBCDY TO GO OUT ON A DATE W TH THEM

| MEAN, THE LESS ROVANCE, FAIRY TALE, STORYBOOK, THE BETTER
| WAS MADLY IN LOVE W TH YOUR FATHER

LOOK HOW THAT TURNED QUT.

THAT' S WHY | CAN T STAND LOOKI NG AT H S FACE.

HE LOOKS JUST LIKE --
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>> HEY, MOM STOP.
>> NO, SHE'S RI GHT.

| DO LOCK AN AWFUL LOT LI KE DAD.

>>Cat hy Unruh: ALL RI GHT.

IS TH'S A TREATI SE ON OBESI TY | N AMERI CA?

>>John Rosser: NO, | T JUST SO HAPPENED -- | T'S ACTUALLY A
HEARTWARM NG STORY.

THE FELLOW THERE, HE'S KIND OF YOUR LOVABLE LOSER

YOU ARE ROOTI NG FOR H M

I T TURNS QUT HE HAS A WONDERFUL SKI LL.

HE'S A WONDERFUL WRI TER.

SO THE FI LM TALKS A LOT -- H'S NAME | S TRACY, AND I T TALKS A
LOT ABOUT HI'S KIND OF QUEST TO REALI ZE HI' S TALENT AMONGST
THI S ATMOSPHERE, WHICH | S DI FFI CULT AT HOVE, AND, OBVI QUSLY,
WTH SOVE OF THE | SSUES HE HAS.

>>Cat hy Unruh: OKAY.

LET" S LOOK AT ANOTHER CLI P FROM ANOTHER FI LM

71

>> | NEED TWO CERTI FI ED PUBLI C ACCOUNTANTS.
>>AlL: HERE! HERE! HERE!

>> | WANT TO SEE A MARKETI NG CONSULTANT.
>>AlL: HERE! HERE!

>> ONE CH EF FI NANCI AL OFFI CER.
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>>AlL: Rl GHT HERE! HERE!

>> TWDO ASSI STANT PROGRAMVERS.
>>ALL: HERE! HERE!

>> BABY!

>> BUT YOU MUST SPEAK - -

>> MY WHCLE LI FE.

>> THAT' S | T FOR TCDAY.

GRACI AS.

[ CAR ENG NE STARTS]

71

>>Cat hy Unruh: OKAY.

A LOOK AT THE LABOR POOL FROM ANCTHER ANGLE.

TELL US ABOUT THAT ONE.

>>John Rosser: WELL, YOU KNOW |IT' S A REAL CLEVER LI TTLE
TRI CK THERE, AND | THI NK THE REAL | MPORTANT THI NG ABOUT

| NDEPENDENT FILM -- | DON T THI NK | NDEPENDENT FI LM I N ANY
VAY | S PREACHY.

TS NOT TRYING TO SAY TH S I S THE WAY YOU SHOULD VI EW AN
| SSUE.

| THINK WHAT | S | NTERESTI NG | S, | NDEPENDENT FI LM TAKES

| NTERESTI NG ANGLES TO LOOK AT A FILM NG AND ASK YQU
QUESTI ONS.

AND WHEN YOU WALK QUT OF THE THEATER, YOU RE GO NG TO ASK
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YOURSELF QUESTIONS, AND | THI NK THE WORST THI NG THAT CAN
HAPPEN | S VHEN YOU GO TO A FI LM WHERE YOU SEE A PI ECE OF
ART, AND YOU RE NOT ASKED ANY QUESTI ONS.

THEN YOU WALK QUT.

THERE' S NO | NTERNAL DI ALOGUE GO NG ON OR DI ALOGUE W TH YOUR
NEl GHBOR, FRIEND OR FAM LY, AND IT'S LI KE, WHY ARE YQU

GO NG?

THE PURPOSE OF ART REALLY IS TO PROVCKE.

TS TO GET YOQU TO El THER REEMPHASI ZE WHAT YOU ALREADY

BELI EVE OR MAYBE LOOK AT SOME OTHER ANGLE ON SOVETHI NG

AND | THI NK | NDEPENDENT FI LM DCES A GREAT JOB OF DA NG THAT,
BUT DONG IT IN A FUN WAY.

AND YOU CAN SEE BOTH OF THOSE CLI PS ARE KI ND CF FUN.

>>Cat hy Unruh: THE ONE VWE JUST SAW-- | REALIZE YOU M GHT
NOT KNOW EVERY FI LM FROM BEG NNI NG TO END -- HOWLONG | S
THAT ONE?

DO YOU KNOW OFF THE TOP OF YOUR HEAD?

>>John Rosser: | T S ACTUALLY THREE M NUTES, AND THAT CLI P,
WE TOOK THE M DDLE OF I T, WHICH STILL TELLS THE STORY PRETTY
MUCH.

>>Cat hy Unruh: OKAY.

I WAS THI NKI NG HOW DO YOU GET A FILM AN ENTI RE FI LM OQUT OF
THAT SUBJECT.

SO THEY RANGE FROM THREE M NUTES TO - -

>>John Rosser: THREE M NUTES ALL THE WAY UP TO 90- M NUTE
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FEATURES.

SO WHAT YOU SAWW TH THE JOB WLL RUN BEFORE A 90- M NUTE OR
A 60-M NUTE FEATURE FI LM

YOU LL SEE THE JOB AND THEN THAT W LL BE THE ENTREE | NTO THE
FEATURE.

>>Cat hy Unruh: | SEE.

OKAY.

NEVER THOUGHT ABOUT THAT.

LET' S LOOK AT ANOTHER CLI P.

>> PONERFUL, PROVOCATI VE, CRITICALLY ACCLAI MED FROM AROUND

THE WORLD.

>>Cat hy Unruh: TELL US WHAT THAT WAS.

>>John Rosser: | SHOULD EXPLAI N, THE GLOBAL FI LM I NSTI TUTE
'S AN ORGANI ZATI ON OF | NTERNATI ONALLY ACCLAI MED DI RECTCORS
AND PRODUCERS THAT HAVE COME TOGETHER AND SAI D THAT THERE
ARE ALL THESE GREAT FILMS IN THE WORLD, I N THE SECOND AND
THI RD WORLD, THAT AREN T REACH NG AMERI CAN AUDI ENCES.

OUR ORGANI ZATI ON, GASPARI LLA FI LM FESTI VAL, WE RE REAL PROUD
TO SAY THAT WVE ARE THE ONLY ORGANI ZATI ON REPRESENTI NG THI S
I N TAMPA BAY.

WE ACTUALLY HAVE ACQUI RED THE RI GHTS TO THESE FI LMG.

YOU SAW SOVE OF THE COUNTRI ES THAT ARE | NVOLVED.

AND THESE ARE BEST OF BREED, AGAIN, SECOND AND THI RD WORLD
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Fl LVS.

WE WLL HAVE THE RI GHTS OVER 2008.

WE' LL HAVE THE ABILITY TO SHOW-- WE WLL SHOW A COUPLE OF
THESE FI LM5 AT GASPARI LLA FI LM FESTI VAL, BUT WE' RE ALSO

GO NG TO SHOW THEM DURI NG 2008 AT DI FFERENT VENUES, AT
EDUCATI ONAL VENUES.

WE' RE REAL EXCI TED ABOUT THI S SERI ES.

IT"S A SPECI FI C SERI ES THAT WE HAVE ACQUI RED THE RI GHTS FOR
I N TAMPA BAY.

>>Cat hy Unruh: 1S THERE A CERTAI N PERCENTAGE CF YOUR FI LMs
THAT ARE FOREI GN AND/ OR SUBTI TLED?

>>John Rosser: YES, ABOUT 30% OF OUR FI LM5 ARE | NTERNATI ONAL
FI LM5, BUT REALLY, WE FOCUS MOSTLY ON LATI N AMERI CA BECAUSE
OF TAMPA' S HERI TAGE W TH YBOR AND | MM GRATI ON TO THE AREA.
AND WE' RE REAL PROUD.

ACTUALLY, LAST YEAR, WE HAD TWO FI LM5 THAT WERE

OSCAR- NOM NATED FI LME5.

WE' RE VERY PROUD TO SAY THAT WE HAVE FI LM5 AT THAT LEVEL.
VE ARE LOOKI NG TO BRI NG I N SOVE PRODUCERS AND DI RECTORS THI S
YEAR FROM THAT SERI ES.

SO WE' LL HAVE ARCUND SEVEN FEATURES AND SEVERAL SHORTS FROM
LATI N AMERI CA.

>>Cat hy Unruh: AND YOU RE VERY PROUD THAT YOU RE HAVI NG A
PREM ERE.

Rl CHARD GERE, CLAI RE DANES PREM ERE AT THE FESTI VAL.

UNEDI TED REALTI ME CLOSED CAPTI ONI NG



>>John Rosser: YES, |IT'S CALLED "THE FLOCCK. "

IT"S A REAL EXCl TI NG CATCH FOR US.

TS A NORTH AMERI CAN PREM ERE.

AND I T'S A DARK FI LM

ITS A THRILLER, BUT I TH NK RI CHARD GERE HAS BEEN | N GOCOD
FORM THE LAST FEW YEARS W TH " CH CAGO' AND " THE HOAX, " WH CH
WAS CRI TI CALLY ACCLAI MED.

NOT' A LOT OF PEOPLE SAW I T, BUT VERY GOOD FI LM

AND HE DOES A GOOD JOB IN THI' S FI LM

A LOT OF TW STS AND TURNS.

>>Cat hy Unruh: HOW DO YOU SCORE SOMVETHI NG LI KE THAT FOR THE
GASPARI LLA FI LM FESTI VAL?

>>John Rosser: AH, | T TAKES A LOT OF WORK.

LI TERALLY, WHEN YOU GO TO THESE FESTI VALS, AND WE | NVEST THE
RESOURCES -- AND | SHOULD MENTI ON, WE ARE A NONPROFI T

ORGANI ZATI ON.

WE' RE NOT' FOR PRCFI T.

SO, YOU KNOW WE HAVE THE SAME STRUGGLE THAT EVERY NONPROFI T
HAS AS FAR AS FUND- RAI SI NG

BUT WHAT W DO -- AND A LOT OF PEOPLE DON T HAVE A LOT OF
SYMPATHY WHEN | SAY THI' S -- BUT WE HAVE TO GO TO A TORONTO

| NTERNATI ONAL FI LM FESTI VAL, TO L. A., AND VW HAVE TO REALLY
PRESS THE FLESH.

VWE WORK EXTREMELY HARD MEETI NG PEOPLE, KIND OF GETTI NG THE

WORD OUT ABCQUT TAMPA, AND WHAT WE' RE BUI LDI NG HERE.
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AND THROUGH THOSE RELATI ONSHI PS -- AND THE FI LM COVWMUNI TY | S
ACTUALLY A VERY SMALL COMMUNITY -- WE' RE ABLE TO SECURE
THESE SORTS OF THI NGS.

THEY TAKE A CHANCE ON US.

VWE TRY TO DELI VER I N THAT WAY.

>>Cat hy Unruh: YOU HEAR RI CHARD GERE AND CLAI RE DANES, AND
YOU THI NK HOLLYWOCD PREM ERE, RED CARPET, THE WHOLE

BUSI NESS.

>>John Rosser: ABSOLUTELY.

>>Cathy Unruh: IS THIS A BIT OF A DEPARTURE?

HOW DOES THI S HAPPEN?

>>John Rosser: ABSOLUTELY.

THAT' S A GREAT QUESTI ON.

WE DO M X METAPHORS A LI TTLE BI T, | NDEPENDENT FI LM

FESTI VALS.

YOU SEE TH S AT SUNDANCE.

YOU SEE THI S AT TORONTO.

FOR THE MOST PART, THE CORE ARE THE SMALLER FI LMS WTH
UNKNOWN ACTORS.

WHAT YOU ALSO DO SOVETI MES JUST TO SPICE IT UP IS TO HAVE
FI LM5 THAT HAVEN T BEEN DI STRI BUTED YET BUT W LL HAVE A
MAJOR STAR I N THAT.

NOW WHERE I T GETS CONFUSING IS YOQU LL GET MAJOR STARS THAT
ACTUALLY DO VERY LOW BUDGET, | NDEPENDENT FI LMS, AND THEY' LL

WORK FOR S. A.G WAGES, THEY' LL WORK FOR SCALE, AND THEY
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WON T DEMAND Bl G MONEY.

SO IT S REALLY ACROSS THE BOARD THERE, BUT |I'M PROUD TO
SAY -- TO SNAG A RICHARD GERE IS VERY Dl FFI CULT FOR A

REG ONAL FESTI VAL TO DO.

>>Cat hy Unruh: S. A G WAGES, OF COURSE, BEI NG SCREEN ACTORS
GUI LD UNI ON.

>>John Rosser: CORRECT.

>>Cat hy Unruh: DO YOU HAVE A TYPI CAL AUDI ENCE AT YOUR
SCREENI NGS?

>>John Rosser: YOU KNOW WE DON T.

WE HAVE PEOPLE WHO ARE CURI QUS.

VWE HAVE PEOPLE WHO SEEK EDUCATI ON, WANT TO BE ASKED

QUESTI ONS, WANT TO SEE GREAT FI LM

I TH NK MORE THAN ANYTHI NG, | T'S FOLKS WHO LOVE GREAT FI LM
>>Cat hy Unruh: ARE THERE FILMS YOU CAN TAKE THE KI DS TO?
>>John Rosser: YOU KNOW WE DON T HAVE THAT MANY, BECAUSE A
LOT OF THE SUBJECT MATTER | N | NDEPENDENT FI LM 1S PRETTY
STRONG

"M PROUD TO SAY WE HAD OUR CHI LDREN S DAY | N HYDE PARK

VI LLAGE BACK I N NOVEMBER, AND WE SHOVWED " THE POLAR EXPRESS"
ON THE BI G SCREEN, AND WE PLAN TO HAVE THAT AGAIN THI S NEXT
YEAR I N CH LDREN S ACTI VI Tl ES.

BUT FOR THE MOST PART, THE SUBJECT MATTER IS TOO STRONG
>>Cat hy Unruh: "THE POLAR EXPRESS' |S GREAT FOR ADULTS, TOO

I TS GOCD FOR EVERYBODY.
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YOU HAVE AN AWARDS CEREMONY AT THE END OF THE FESTI VAL.
>>John Rosser: ABSOLUTELY.

>>Cat hy Unruh: WHO JUDGES THE FI LMS, AND WHAT KI ND OF
AVWARDS?

>>John Rosser: ABSOLUTELY.

VWE HAVE A JURY MADE UP OF FOLKS I N THE | NDUSTRY, VERY
EXPERI ENCED.

WE ALSO HAVE AN AUDI ENCE AWARD, FOR EXAMPLE, BUT WE VERY
CRI Tl CALLY LOOK AT THESE MOVI ES, AND WE' VE LOOKED AT THEM
SEVERAL TIMES BY THE TIME I T H TS THE FESTI VAL.

AND WE TRY TO CHOOSE THE BEST FROM THOSE AND ALLOW OUR JURY
TO DO THAT, OF COURSE, AND THEN WE PRESENT THE AWARDS THE
FI NAL NI GHT.

>>Cat hy Unruh: AS YOU SAY "WE' THROUGHOUT THE CONVERSATI ON,
WE GO TO FESTI VALS, WE GO TO FI LM5, WE MAKE THE DECI SI ONS,
WHO | S THAT?

I S THAT PAI D STAFF?

>>John Rosser: SURE.

NO, WE DO -- |'M EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR

"M ACTUALLY A FULL-TI ME DI RECTOR, AND | SHOULD EXPLAI N OQUR
PARENT ORGANI ZATI ON | S CALLED THE TAMPA FI LM | NSTI TUTE.

OUR MSSION | S TO HELP W TH FI LM EDUCATI ON | N TAMPA BAY.
THE GLOBAL FILM I NI TI ATI VE THAT WE SHOWNED EARLI ER WLL BE
ONE OF THOSE WAYS, ONGO NG PROCESS.

WE DO HAVE MOSTLY VOLUNTEERS.
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THESE ARE PEOPLE WHO LOVE FI LM

WE HAVE BOARD MEMBERS.

VWE HAVE 13 BOARD MEMBERS.

WE HAVE FI VE ADVI SCRY BOARD MEMBERS.

VWE HAVE DOZENS OF VOLUNTEERS, ABOUT A DQOZEN VOLUNTEER
LEADERS, ALL PEOPLE WHO WANT TO SUPPORT THE ART SCENE I N
TAMPA, ALLOW TAMPA TO HAVE A MAJOR FI LM FESTI VAL JUST LI KE
THESE OTHER MARKETS THAT | MENTI ONED.

THERE' S NO REASON WHY TAMPA, TAMPA BAY CANNOT.

AND VWE' RE VELL ON OUR VY.

VERY HAPPY ABOUT THAT.

>>Cat hy Unruh: AND YOU VE CHOSEN A TAMPA NATI VE TO RECEI VE
YOUR RI SI NG STAR AWARD, BRI TTANY SNOW

>>John Rosser: BRI TTANY SNOW

WE' RE REAL EXCI TED TO HAVE BRI TTANY BACK.

SHE'S A RI SI NG STAR

THAT' S THE AWARD WE' RE G VI NG BRI TTANY.

SHE' S REALLY DONE A GOOD JOB KIND OF CRAFTI NG A RESUME,

VWH CH SETS HER UP VWELL FOR WHAT' S TO COME.

I THHNK I F YOU GO QUT TO HOLLYWOOD, THEY ARE ALL LOCKI NG FOR
THE NEXT JULI A ROBERTS.

A LOT OF THAT, AGAIN, GO NG BACK TO SHOW BUSI NESS.

THERE' S A BUSI NESS REASON BECAUSE JULI A ROBERTS JUST

DELI VERED BLOCKBUSTER AFTER BLOCKBUSTER.

THERE REALLY HASN T BEEN AN ACTRESS THAT' S BROKEN OUT I N
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THAT VWAY, | THI NK, AND THEY ARE ALWAYS CONSTANTLY LOOKI NG
FOR THAT NEXT STAR

BRI TTANY IS DEFI NI TELY I N THAT PACK OF ACTRESSES | N THEI R
EARLY 20s WHO HAS THAT POTENTI AL.

SHE' S BEEN CRI Tl CALLY ACCLAI MED.

"HAI RSPRAY" -- WHAT SHE DI D I N "HAI RSPRAY, " MANY, MANY
ACTRESSES COULD NOT DO THAT, SI NG DANCE, BE ON STAGE OR ON
FILMWTH A M CHELLE PFEI FFER, JOHN TRAVOLTA AND NOT WLT
UNDER THEI R STAR POAER.

SO SHE DID A TERRI FI C JOB.

>>Cat hy Unruh: AND WE' RE GO NG TO TALK REAL QUI CKLY ABOUT
THE TAMPA BAY FI LM COW SSION, WHICH IS A LARGER | NI TI ATI VE
TO MAKE SURE THAT WE ACTUALLY SHOOT MORE FILMS I N THE TAMPA
BAY AREA.

>>John Rosser: ABSOLUTELY.

YOU KNOW WE ARE AN ARTS ORGANI ZATI ON, AND OQUR PURPCSE IS TO
BRI NG BACK THI S GREAT VI SUAL ART FOR THE COVMUNI TY.

THE OTHER PURPOSE THAT' S VERY | MPORTANT THAT FOLKS SHOULD
UNDERSTAND |'S THAT FILM IS A GREAT ECONOM C DEVELOPNMENT
TOOL.

FOR THE MOST PART, FILM IS A GREEN | NDUSTRY.

FOLKS COME IN AND THEY DON T USE A LOT OF RESOURCES VHI LE
THEY ARE DO NG THESE THI NGS.

WHEN THEY COME TO TAMPA, THEY BOOK HOTEL ROQVS.

THEY SPEND THEI R MONEY HERE.
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THESE ARE FOLKS FROM OQUT OF TOMN, AND THEN THEY GO BACK.

SO THEY ARE NOT USI NG A LOT OF THE | NFRASTRUCTURE OF THE
CITY IN THAT SENSE.

THEY ARE PAYI NG IN A LOT MORE THAN THEY ARE TAKI NG OUT IN A
LOT OF WAYS.

AND THERE' S NO REASON VWHY WE CAN T CONTI NUE TO BU LD FLORI DA
AS A FI LM STATE.

TRADI TI ONALLY, I T'S BEEN THE TH RD Bl GGEST FI LM STATE AFTER
NEW YORK AND LOS ANGELES, BUT THERE' S SO MJUCH MORE WE COULD
DO.

>>Cat hy Unruh: NOW THAT YOU VE GOT US ALL REVWWED UP TO GO TO
THE FI LM FESTI VAL, LET'S REVI EW THE DATES ONCE AGAI N.

THE 27th OF FEBRUARY TO THE 2nd OF MARCH.

WHERE DO WE GET TI CKETS?

>>John Rosser: YOU CAN GET TI CKETS ONLI NE FOR OPENI NG NI GHT.
YOU CAN BUY Tl CKETS FROM TAMPA THEATRE AND THEN, OF COURSE,
AT THE BOX OFFI CE AT CHANNELSI DE CI NEMAS, YOU CAN BUY AS
VELL.

>>Cat hy Unruh: AND CAN YOU BUY TI CKETS FOR | NDI VI DUAL FI LMVS,
OR DO YOU BUY A PACKAGE?

>>John Rosser: BOTH.

WE CAN DO BOTH, OR YQU CAN EVEN BUY A PASS FOR THE ENTI RE
VEEKEND.

IT WLL BE A Tl ERED PRCCESS.

WE' RE RUNNI NG THI S PROGRAM | N FEBRUARY, SO BY THE TI ME YQU
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SEE I T, YOU LL BE ABLE TO BUY ONLI NE AND AT THE BOX COFFI CE.
>>Cat hy Unruh: OKAY, SO GO TO

WAV GASPARI LLAFI LMFESTI VAL. COM

JOHN ROSSER, THANKS FOR TELLI NG US ALL ABOUT IT.

>>John Rosser: THANK YOQU VERY MJCH.

>>Cat hy Unruh: AND |'LL SEE YOU NEXT TIME ON "UP CLCSE. "
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